£2                              LAW OF OONTBACTS.
contract Words may be wholly rejected which are inconsistent with the manifest intention of the parties.
If a portion of the contract is printed and other portions written, the latter will take precedence over the former, when they are found to conflict.
Where both general and specific terms have been used in describing the same thing, the agreement will be limited to the scope of the more specific terms, and may not be applied to the more general.
Doubtful words will be construed more strongly against the party who used them. This is based on the principle that a man is responsible for ambiguities in his own expressions. Thus a deed is construed most strongly against the grantor, and a clause in a promissory note will be construed most strongly against the maker. Such a prejudice, however, is never exercised against either party, if possible to avoid it.
CONTRACTS REQUIRED TO BE IN WRITING.
35. The Statute of Frauds. In the year 1676 the English Parliament passed "An act for the prevention of frauds and perjuries" which has become common law for this country where it is not replaced by statutes in the various states covering the same ground. In either case where reference is had to the original English enactment or to the corresponding statutes in the various states, this law is commonly referred to as the 1 'Statute of Frauds." The object of such a law is to prevent litigation and fraud by requiring certain kinds of contracts to be in writing. These in general relate to the official acts of executors or administrators, marriage contracts, to the sale and transfer of real estate, to agreements which can not be performed inside of one year, and other contracts for the sale of goods, wares, and merchandise of a value greater than $50.

